  PURIFYING GOD’S FLOCK
Titus 2:11-15
I.      SALVATION FROM THE PENALTY OF SIN
“For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men.” (vs. 11)
· “To all men” does not refer to universal salvation, but to the universal opportunity for salvation. (1 Tim. 4:10)
· God’s desire is that all men would come to repentance. (2 Pet. 3:9)

· Jesus provided the means of salvation to all men. (Isa. 53:6; John 1:29; 1 Tim. 2:4; Heb. 2:9; 1 John 2:2)
· The reason all men are not saved is because most do not have faith in Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior. (John 5:24, 38, 40; Rom. 10:13; 2 Thes. 3:2) 
 II.     SALVATION FROM THE POWER OF SIN

 “…teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age.” (vs. 12)
A. The grace of God teaches us to deny ungodliness and worldly lusts now. (vs. 12a)
· Deny ungodliness against which the wrath of God is revealed. (Rom. 1:18)
· Deny worldly lusts since sin shall not have dominion over you. (Rom. 6:12-14)
B. The grace of God teaches us to live soberly, righteously and godly now. (vs. 12b)
· Live soberly – to live with a sound mind. (2 Tim. 1:7)
· Live righteously – to live faithfully obeying the Word of God. (Deut. 12:28)
· Live godly – to live in close fellowship with God. (1 John 1:3b)
 III.    SALVATION FROM THE PRESENCE OF SIN
“…looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ.” (vs. 13)

· The believer should be looking forward to the Second Coming of Jesus Christ when we shall all be changed. (1 Cor. 15:51-53; Phil. 3:20-21)
· From that time onward we will be untempted and untouched by sin. (Rev. 22:3a)
· As we wait, we should be purifying ourselves. (2 Pet. 3:13-14; 1 John 3:2-3) 
IV.     SALVATION FROM THE POSSESSION OF SIN

 “…who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good works.” (vs. 14)
A. Salvation involves redemption. – “that He might redeem us.”
· Christ paid a ransom for us. (1 Tim. 2:6)

· Christ purchased us with His own blood. (Acts 20:28; 1 Pet. 1:18-19) 

· He owns us; we now belong to Jesus. (1 Cor. 6:19-20; 1 Pet. 2:9)

· He died for us so that we would no longer be slaves of sin. (Rom. 6:6)

· He did not buy us with His blood so that we can continue to live in our sin. (Rom. 6:15)
· Salvation is far more than praying to receive Christ or inviting Jesus into our heart; it is repenting of our sins. (Matt. 9:13; Luke 13:3, 5; Acts 2:38; 3:19; 26:20; 2 Cor. 7:10)
· Repentance is a change of mind which involves turning away from sin and towards God.

·    Repentance will occur because we are a new creation. (2 Cor. 5:17)

·    Repentance will occur because we are indwelled by the Holy Spirit. (John 14:17)
· When a person is genuinely saved and truly converted, there will be a transformation because it is no longer he who lives, but Christ lives in him. (Gal. 2:20)

· A believer will not habitually and continually practice sin. (1 John 3:7-10)  
B. Salvation involves sanctification. – “and purify for Himself His own special people.”
· God wants His own special people to be godly. (Psa. 4:3a)
· God wants His own special people to be righteous. (1 Tim. 6:11; 1 John 3:7)
· God wants His own special people to be holy. (2 Cor. 7:1; 1 Pet. 1:15-16)
· God wants His own special people to be zealous for good works. (Eph. 2:10; Tit. 3:8)
