  REMINDING GOD’S FLOCK
Titus 3:1-5a
0. INTRODUCTION – One of the major responsibilities of spiritual leaders is to remind their congregation of spiritual truths that they already know. (2 Pet. 1:12-15)
A. It is negligence not to remind people of previously learned truths. (2 Pet. 1:12)

B. It is right to remind people of previously learned truths. (2 Pet. 1:13)

C. It is important to remind people of previously learned truths in such a way so that that they remember them after the leader is gone. (2 Pet. 1:15) 

 I.     REMIND GOD’S FLOCK OF HOW WE SHOULD BEHAVE (vs. 1-2)

A. Behavior in terms of authority. – “Remind them to be subject to rulers and authorities, [remind them] to obey.” (vs. 1a)
· Be subject: respect governing authorities since they are God-ordained. (Rom. 13:1-2)
·   This includes paying taxes. (Rom. 13:5-7; Matt. 22:17-21)

·   This includes praying for them. (1 Tim. 2:1-3)
· Be obedient: obey governing authorities, the only exception being if they command us to do something that is against the command of God. (Acts 4:18-20; 5:27-29) 
B. Behavior in terms of charity. – “Remind them … to be ready for every good work.” (vs. 1b)
· Our purpose:  We have been created for good works. (Eph. 2:10)

· Our focus:  We are to be careful to maintain good works. (Gal. 6:10; Tit. 3:8)
· Our attitude:  We are to be zealous for good works. (Tit. 2:14)
C. Behavior in terms of civility. – “Remind them … to speak evil of no one.” (vs. 2a)

· Do not speak evil of anyone; do not slander or malign them. (Eph. 4:31)
· Do not speak evil of rulers. (Acts 23:5)
· Do not speak evil of brethren. (James 4:11)

D. Behavior in terms of humility. – “Remind them … to be peaceable, gentle, showing all humility to all men.” (vs. 2b)

· Be peaceable to all men. (Rom. 12:18; 14:19) 
· Be gentle to all men. (Phil. 4:5; Eph. 4:1-2; 1 Tim. 6:11; see 1 Pet. 3:4)
· Show humility to all men. (Col. 3:12; 1 Pet. 5:5-6) 
 II.    REMIND GOD’S FLOCK OF HOW WE USED TO LIVE (vs. 3)

A. With respect to God. – “We ourselves were also once foolish, disobedient.” (vs. 3a)

· Foolish: complete lack of understanding, total ignorance. (Psa. 14:1; Rom. 1:21-22)
· Disobedient: rebellion against the commands of God. (1 Sam. 15:23a; Prov. 17:11a)
B. With respect to self. – “We ourselves were also once … deceived, serving various lusts and pleasures.” (vs. 3b)

· Deceived by Satan (John 8:44; 2 Cor. 4:3-4; 11:13-14; Rev. 12:9)
· Serving various lusts: sinful desires. (Rom. 13:14; Eph. 2:3; 2 Tim. 2:22a; 1 Pet. 2:11) 
· Serving various pleasures: sinful satisfactions. (Luke 8:14; Heb. 11:25)
C. With respect to others. – “We ourselves were also once … living in malice and envy, hateful and hating one another.” (vs. 3c)

· Living in malice: vicious, evil behavior. (1 Cor. 14:20; Col. 3:8; 1 Pet. 2:1)
· Envy: not satisfied with what one has, always craving more. (Rom. 13:13; 1 Cor. 3:3)
· Hateful: despises anyone who displeases them. (Luke 6:27; 1 John 2:9-11)
III.     REMIND GOD’S FLOCK OF HOW WE WERE SAVED (vs. 4-5a)

A. Salvation is an act of God. – “When the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward man appeared … according to His mercy He saved us.” (vs. 4-5a)
· We have been saved by the kindness of God. (Luke 6:35; Eph. 2:7)
· We have been saved by the love of God for mankind. (John 3:16; Rom. 5:8-9; Eph. 2:4-5)
· We have been saved by the mercy of God. (Eph. 2:4-5) 
B. Salvation is not self-effort by man. – “… not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us.” (vs. 5a)
· We have not been saved by anything we have done. (Eph. 2:8-9)
