MOTIVATING GOD’S FLOCK
Titus 3:5-8
0. INTRODUCTION – One of the major responsibilities of spiritual leaders is to motivate their congregation to do the things God is calling them to do.
A. Sometimes a spiritual leader will plead the flock to action. (1 Cor. 1:10)

B. Sometimes a spiritual leader will urge the flock to action. (1 Cor. 4:16; 1 Thes. 4:1)

C. Sometimes a spiritual leader will exhort the flock to action. (1 Thes. 5:14)

D. Sometimes a spiritual leader will even command the flock to action. (1 Thes. 4:11)
E. But pleading, urging, exhorting and commands usually do not result in permanent change.
F. For permanent change to occur, the believer must be motivated internally, not externally.

 I.     MOTIVATION INCLUDES UNDERSCORING WHAT IS IMPORTANT (vs. 5-7)

A. Paul’s major emphasis was teaching spiritual truths. (Acts 15:35; 18:11; 28:31; Col. 1:28)
B. Paul thought teaching was so important that he emphasized that teaching must be passed on to the next generation and beyond. (2 Tim. 2:2)

C. When people are properly and adequately taught, there will be an assimilation of truth which will result in motivation to do God’s will for their lives. (1 Tim. 4:6, 13, 16; 5:17) 
D. The most motivating of all spiritual teaching is the doctrine of salvation.
· Our salvation originates with the grace of God the Father. – “not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us.” (vs. 5a)
·    God the Father chose us in Him before the foundation of the world. (Eph. 1:4)
·    God the Father gives us the spirit of wisdom and revelation so that our eyes of understanding become enlightened that we may know Him. (Eph. 1:17-18)
·    God the Father gives us salvation as a gift. (Eph. 2:8-9)

· Our salvation was purchased by God the Son.- “through Jesus Christ our Savior” (vs. 6b)
·    Christ paid a ransom for us. (1 Tim. 2:6)
·    Christ purchased us with His own blood. (Acts 20:28; 1 Pet. 1:18-19)

· Our salvation results from the outpouring of God the Holy Spirit. – “the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us abundantly” (vs. 5d-6a)

·    The Holy Spirit convicts us of sin. (John 16:7-8)
·    The Holy Spirit illuminates Scripture so we can understand it. (1 Cor. 2:12-14) 

·    The Holy Spirit causes us to be born again. (John 3:5-8)

·    The Holy Spirit baptizes us into the body of Christ. (1 Cor. 12:13)

·    The Holy Spirit seals us guaranteeing our eternal inheritance. (Eph. 1:13-14; 4:30) 

· Our salvation involves “the washing of regeneration”. (vs. 5b) 
·    Washing speaks of cleansing from defilement. (Isa. 1:18; Eph. 5:25b-27)
·    Regeneration speaks of the privilege of a fresh beginning. (Luke 7:47)
· Our salvation includes “renewing of the Holy Spirit”. (vs. 5c)

·    New life emerges from the new birth. (1 Pet. 1:23; 2 Cor. 5:17)

· Our salvation means we have “been justified by His grace”. (vs. 7a; Rom. 3:24)
· Our salvation means “we become heirs … of eternal life”. (vs. 7b; Rom. 8:17)
 II.    MOTIVATION INCLUDES UNDERSTANDING WHAT IS SIGNIFICANT 
A. The theology of Christianity is based on grace. 
· Every religion other than true Christianity is a religion of works. 

B. The obedience of Christianity is built on gratitude.
· We do not do good works to earn eternal life; we do good works because we are grateful that we already have eternal life. (John 17:3; Rom. 6:23; 2 Cor. 9:15; 1 Pet. 1:3-4)
III.     MOTIVATION INCLUDES UNDERTAKING WHAT IS PROFITABLE (vs. 8)

A. “These things I want you to affirm constantly.” (vs. 8a)

B. “Those who have believed in God should be careful to maintain good works.” (vs. 8b)
· Our purpose:  We have been created for good works. (Eph. 2:10)

· Our anticipation:  We are to be ready for every good work. (Tit. 3:1)
· Our focus: We are to do good to all, especially to other believers. (Gal. 6:10)

· Our attitude:  We are to be zealous for good works. (Tit. 2:14)
C.  “These things are good and profitable to men.” (vs. 8c)
