WARNING GOD’S FLOCK
Titus 3:9-11
0. INTRODUCTION – One of the major responsibilities of spiritual leaders is to warn their congregation when they behave in a way that is incompatible with a profession of faith in Christ.
A. Characteristics of the Body of Christ should include the following:
· A genuine spiritual unity. (John 17:20-21; Rom. 12:5) 
· A genuine godly love for one another. (John 13:35)

· A genuine unity of the faith. (Eph. 4:11-13)

B. However, since the Body of Christ is made up of humans, the following is true:
· Differences are inevitable.
·    There are differences in scriptural knowledge. (Heb. 5:12-14; 1 Pet. 2:2)
·    There are differences in spiritual experience. (1 Cor. 3:1-3)
·    There are differences in personality makeup. (Prov. 23:7)
· Difficulties are probable.
·    Positions are not clear.

·    Perspectives become clouded.
·    Personalities become involved.  
·    Parties are formed. (1 Cor. 1:11-12)
· Divisions are possible. – Divisions are difficulties handled improperly.
·    The diverse issue becomes the sole concern overriding any consideration for the unity of the Body.

·    Personal pride becomes more important than the corporate good. (Prov. 13:10)
 I.     DIVISION IN THE CHURCH IS UNACCEPTABLE (vs. 9)

A. Avoid foolish disputes, contentions and strivings. (vs. 9a)
· “Avoid” means to “turn the other way”, to “shun”. (2 Tim. 2:16a)
· “Foolish” [Greek: “moros”] from which we get “moron”, it means “stupid”. (2 Tim. 2:23)
· “Disputes” always have a negative connotation. (1 Tim. 1:3-4; 6:3-4)
B. They are unprofitable and useless. (vs. 9b)
· They will increase to more ungodliness. (2 Tim. 2:16)

· They will spread like cancer. (2 Tim. 2:17)

· They will overthrow the faith of some. (2 Tim. 2:18)

· They will result in division. (2 Cor. 12:20)
·    Division results in the crippling of the Body of Christ. (1 Cor. 12:25-26)
· Since all members of the Body are important, when a portion of the Body leaves abruptly under divisive circumstances, the Body suffers an amputation.
·    Division results in the world finding occasion to criticize the Body of Christ and blaspheme the name of God. (Rom. 2:19-24)  
 II.    DISCIPLINE IN THE CHURCH IS UNAVOIDABLE (vs. 10-11) 
A. When people are disrupting the building of the Body. 
· Reject a divisive man. (vs. 10a)
·    “Reject” means “to have nothing to do with”. (1 Tim. 4:7)

·    A “divisive” or disruptive man is one who does not serve Jesus Christ, but his own desires. (Rom. 16:17-18)

·    Such a person will not submit to the Word of God or to godly leaders. (1 Cor. 16:15b-16; Heb. 13:17; 1 Pet. 5:5-6)
· Reject after two warnings. (vs. 10b) 

·    Because the consequences of insubordination, non-submission, and divisiveness can be so destructive in the church, disciplinary action must be swift. (Matt. 18:15-17)

·    Church discipline should always be given in a way that is loving, nonjudgmental, remedial, and restorative. (2 Thes. 3:14-15; 2 Tim. 2:25)
B. When practices are corrupting the life of the Body.
· Immoral behavior must not tarnish the reputation of the church. (1 Cor. 5:9-13)
C. When problems are interrupting the ministry of the Body.

· Problematic behavior must not hinder the ministry of the church. (Rom. 12:18; Gal. 2:11-14)
