THE BIRTH OF CHRIST – HIS INCARNATION
John 1:1-18
0. INTRODUCTION  
· As the incarnate Word, Jesus Christ is God’s initial word at creation. (Gen. 1:26, 29-30)   
· As the incarnate Word, Jesus Christ is God’s final word to mankind. (Heb. 1:1-2)
I.     THE PREEXISTENCE OF THE WORD (vs. 1-2)

A. Jesus Christ was already in existence when the universe was created. (vs. 1a)
· At the point all else began, the Word already was in existence.
· Since He was before time began, the Word is eternal. (Rev. 1:8)
· Since He is eternal, He is God, because only God is eternal. (1 Tim. 1:17)
B. Jesus Christ was already with God in the beginning. (vs. 1b, vs. 2)
· The Word had an intimate fellowship with God in the beginning. (vs. 18)
· The Word is a person; He is of the same essence as the Father. (Gen. 1:26)
C. Jesus Christ was God. (vs. 1c)

· This is a clear and direct declaration of the deity of Jesus Christ. (John 20:28; 1 Tim. 2:5)
· God is “I AM” (Ex. 3:14) and Christ is “I AM” (John 8:58) because they are self-existent.
 II.    THE CREATIVE POWER OF THE WORD (vs. 3) 
A. Jesus Christ created everything. (Eph. 3:9; Col. 1:16; Heb. 1:2)
B. The Creator of all things must be uncreated and only the eternal God is uncreated. 
C. Jesus Christ is God since God is the Creator. (Gen. 1:1; Isa. 40:28; 42:5; 45:18; Rev. 4:9-11) 
III.    THE SELF-EXISTENCE OF THE WORD (vs. 4a)

A. In Jesus Christ is life (Greek: “zoe” = eternal life; not Greek: “bios” = physical life).
· Refers primarily to Christ having life in Himself. (John 5:26; 1 John 5:11)
· This is clear evidence of Christ’s deity since only God is self-existent. (1 John 1:1-2)
B. Jesus Christ is the source of all life. (Acts 17:28)
C. Jesus Christ came into the world to impart eternal life to sinners. (John 6:33; 10:10b; 11:25)

 IV.   THE ENLIGHTENMENT OF THE WORD (vs. 4b-5 & 9-12) 

A. Jesus Christ is the true Light of men. (vs. 4b, 9a; John 8:12) 

· “True” meaning real and genuine is often used of Christ. (John 6:32; 15:1; 1 John 2:8; 5:20) 

· Jesus is more than a reflection of God’s glory; He is the full radiance of His glory. (Heb. 1:3)  

B. Jesus Christ gives light to every man coming into the world. (vs. 9b; Isa. 49:6; Luke 2:28-32)
· It is man’s responsibility to believe in the light while he has opportunity. (John 12:35-36)
· Unfortunately most men reject the light that they receive. (vs. 10-11)
· Those who receive the light that Christ gives become the children of God. (vs. 12)

V.     THE NATURE OF THE WORD (vs. 14)

A. God took on all the essential attributes of humanity. (vs. 14a; Phil. 2:7; Heb. 2:14, 17)
B. God did not just make an appearance; He dwelt among men for 33 years. (vs. 14b)

C. Jesus Christ manifested God’s glory while He was on earth. (vs. 14c; Col. 2:9)

 VI.   THE IMPACT OF THE WORD (vs. 17-18)  
A. Because of Jesus Christ, grace triumphed over law. (vs. 17)
· The law given through Moses saves no one. (vs. 17a; Gal. 3:11)
·    The law convicts sinners of their inability to keep God’s standards. (Gal. 3:19a)
·    The law condemns sinners to divine judgment. (Psa. 89:30-32)
·    The law leads us to Jesus Christ. (Gal. 3:24)
· Jesus Christ brought the full realization of grace and truth. (vs. 17b)
·    The truth is found in Jesus. (John 14:6; Eph. 4:21)
B. Because of Jesus Christ, the invisible God was made visible and explained. (vs. 18)
· Jesus Christ is the only one qualified to explain God to mankind. (Matt. 11:27)

· It is through Jesus Christ that God is revealed. (Col. 1:15)
· It is through Jesus Christ that God is explained. (John 14:7-9)
