THE RIVER JORDAN – HIS BAPTISM
Matthew 3:1-6, 13-17 
0. INTRODUCTION  
· The baptism of Jesus is when His ministry and His work truly began.
· Christ’s baptism was of such significance that it is recorded in all four Gospels.

· John began preaching in the 15th year of Tiberius Caesar about A.D. 28. (Luke 3:1-2)
· Jesus was about age 30 years when He was baptized. (Luke 3:21-23a)

I.      THE MINISTRY OF JOHN THE BAPTIST (vs. 1-6)

A. The Man: John the Baptist. (vs.1)  He was the greatest prophet ever. (Matt. 11:7-14)
B. The Message: Repent. (vs. 2a)  It means to change one’s mind and one’s will from the desire to sin to the desire to be holy; it means to be converted. (Luke 3:3)
C. The Motive: The kingdom of heaven is at hand. (vs. 2b)
D. The Mission: Herald the coming of the King. (vs. 3; Isa. 40:3-4; Luke 3:4)

E. The Manner: Practical and longwearing, but unfashionable clothes. (vs. 4)

F. The Ministry: Baptizing those who confessed their sins. (vs. 5-6)

· John’s baptism was not Christian baptism, but a baptism of confession of sin and repentance.  People were baptized as a symbol of the washing away of sins. (Acts 19:3-5)

· Christian baptism focuses on redemption and deliverance, resurrection and new life.  People are baptized as a public declaration that they identify with Jesus Christ in His death, burial and resurrection. (Mark 10:38; Rom. 6:3-4)
 II.    THE BAPTISM OF THE SON (vs. 13-15) 
A. John recognized who Jesus really was – the Messiah. (John 1:29-30)
· His first reaction to baptizing Christ was resistance. (vs. 14a) 
· He knew Jesus had no need of his baptism of repentance. (vs. 14b)
B. However, Jesus had come to identify Himself with us in our sin.
· Jesus is identifying with sinners so He can bear our iniquities. (Isa. 53:11)

· Therefore, Jesus told John it is fitting for Him to be baptized. (vs. 15)
III.    THE ANOINTING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT (vs. 16)

A. As a man, Jesus did not lose His divinity; He was still fully God. (Tit. 2:13) 
B. But in His humanity, He was anointed by the Holy Spirit for service and granted strength for ministry. (Isa. 11:1-2; 61:1-2)

· Jesus could not resort to His divine nature in order to accomplish what had to be done using His human nature.  Otherwise, He would not be our representative. (Phil. 2:6-8)
· If Christ had acted using His own divine power, then it could not be said that He was “tempted as we are, yet without sin”. (Heb. 4:15)
· Christ’s humanness needed empowering and strengthening by the Holy Spirit. 
·    The Holy Spirit strengthened Him when He was tempted by Satan. (Matt. 4:1)

·    The Holy Spirit empowered Him to cast out demons. (Matt. 12:28)

·    The Holy Spirit gave Him the words of God to speak. (John 3:34)

·    The Holy Spirit empowered Him to minister in Galilee. (Luke 4:14)

·    The Holy Spirit empowered Him to perform miracles. (Acts 2:22; 10:38)
·    The Holy Spirit strengthened Him as He endured the cross. (Heb. 9:14)

 IV.   THE CONFIRMATION OF THE FATHER (vs. 17) 

A. God assured Jesus that He was His beloved Son. (vs. 17a)
· It would not be the only time God said this. (Luke 9:35) 

· Christ would have to remember these words when He was on the cross. (Matt. 27:46)
B. Only in His Son could the Father ever be fully well-pleased. (vs. 17b; Matt. 17:5)
· Christ is sinless perfection. (1 Pet. 2:21-22; 1 John 3:5)
· Christ is the radiance of God’s glory. (Heb. 1:3a)

· Christ is the exact representation of God’s nature. (Heb. 1:3b)
· Christ is the image of the invisible God. (2 Cor. 4:4; Col. 1:15)
· In Christ dwells all the fullness of the Godhead. (Col. 1:19; 2:9)

