A REBELLIOUS NATION
Jeremiah 6:10-19
0. INTRODUCTION

This passage was written about Israel and Judah in the days of Jeremiah, but it could just as easily be written about the United States today.
I.   A REBELLIOUS NATION’S CHARACTERISTICS (vs. 10-15) 
A. The people do not listen to God’s spokesmen. (vs. 10a; Jere. 25:3-4; 35:15; 44:4-5)
B. The people do not read God’s word because it has become offensive to them. (vs. 10b)
C. The people are greedy for gain. (vs. 13a; Jere. 8:10b; Isa. 56:11; Mic. 3:11)
D. Their leaders are deceitful. (vs. 13b; Jere. 8:10c)
E. The people address their problems superficially. (vs. 14; Jere. 8:11; Ezek. 13:10)

· Example: Promote “safe sex” instead of abstinence to stop spread of AIDS or reduce number of unwed mothers.

F. The people are not ashamed of their perverted conduct. (vs. 15; Jere. 8:12)

· Example: Gay pride.
II.  GOD’S COUNSEL (vs. 16a, 17a)
A. When you come to a cross road, walk the good way. – “Stand in the ways and see, and ask for the old paths, where the good way is, and walk in it.” (vs. 16a)
· Every person stands at cross roads and decides for himself which way he will go.
· God always allows us to make the choice of what road we will walk. (Deut. 30:19)
· Our governmental leaders cannot make the choice for us. (Josh. 24:15)
· Our spiritual leaders cannot make the choice for us. (1 Kings 18:21)
· Jesus taught that choosing the good way is not easy:
· The broad road that most people choose to take leads to destruction. (Matt. 7:13)
· The good path is narrow and difficult and only a few find it. (Matt. 7:14)

· To find the narrow good path, one must be a seeker. (Matt 7:7-8; Jere. 29:13)
B. Listen to the prophets that have been sent to warn of coming judgment. – “I set watchmen over you.  Listen to the sound of the trumpet.” (vs. 17a)
· God appointed prophets as watchmen to warn His people of the coming judgment. (Hab. 2:1; Ezek. 3:17-18; 33:7)
· These watchmen were responsible to issue the warning, but the people were responsible to heed the warning. (Ezek. 3:19)
III.  THE NATION’S RESPONSE (vs. 16b, 17b)
A. “But they said, ‘We will not walk in it’.” (vs. 16b)
B. “But they said, ‘We will not listen’.” (vs. 17b)
IV.  GOD’S JUDGMENT (vs. 19) – “Hear, O earth!  Behold, I will certainly bring calamity on this people—
The fruit of their thoughts, because they have not heeded My words Nor My law, but rejected it.”
A. Failure to heed God’s word will bring about God’s wrath. (Jere. 7:23-29; 25:7-9; 2 Chron. 36:16)
B. Failure to heed God’s law will bring about God’s judgment. (Jere. 9:12-16; Ezek. 20:13-16; Amos 2:4-5)
C. Failure to heed God’s word and His law results in the following consequences:

· The people refuse to repent of their wickedness. (Jere. 8:5b-6a)

· The people each go their own way; they do what is right in their own eyes. (Jere. 8:6b)
· The people do not know the requirements of the Lord. (Jere. 8:7b)

· The people interpret the word of God incorrectly. (Jere. 8:8-9)

· The people never tell the truth. (Jere. 9:3a, 5a)

· The people continuously sin. (Jere. 9:3b, 5b)
· The people refuse to acknowledge God. (Jere. 9:3c, 6)

D. Notice the two questions raised by God in Jere. 9:9.  
· “Shall I not punish them for these things?” says the Lord. (Jere. 9:9a)
· “Shall I not avenge Myself on such a nation as this?” (Jere. 9:9b)
