JUDAH’S REACTION TO JEREMIAH’S MESSAGE
Jeremiah 25:1-11; 26:1-16
0.
INTRODUCTION (25:1-3a)
A.
Jeremiah had been speaking to all the people of Judah and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem – not just to a select few. (vs. 1-2)
B.
Jeremiah had been speaking to them for 23 years – not just for a short period of time. (vs. 3a)
I.     
THEY FAILED TO LISTEN TO GOD’S WORD (25:3b-11; see 3b, 4, 7, 8)
A. Even though God spoke the same message over and over – “I have spoken to you again and again.” [NASB] (vs. 3b-4)  See also Jere. 7:13; 11:7; 35:14b for the same phrase.
B. Even though God used many different messengers – “all His servants the prophets”. (vs. 4a)
· See Jere. 7:25-26; 29:19; 35:15; 44:4-5; 2 Chron. 36:15-16; Zech. 1:4
C. Even though God warned of judgment if they failed to repent. (vs. 5-6)
· See Jere. 7:23-24; 26:4-6, 12-13; 35:17; 36:31; 40:3) 
D. Even though God ensured that the entire message was spoken. (Jere. 26:2)

· God always expects His spokesmen to give the entire message. (Acts 20:27)
· Those who only speak what the audience desires to hear are false teachers. (2 Tim. 4:3-4)

II.    
THEY DESIRED TO PERSECUTE GOD’S SPOKESMAN (26:1-16)
A. When Jeremiah finished speaking, all the people, including the priests and false prophets, seized him with the intent to put him to death. (vs. 8)
B. Jeremiah was placed on trial at the city gate before the princes of Judah. (vs. 10)
C. His accusers said he deserved to die because he prophesized against the city of Jerusalem. (vs. 11)

D. Jeremiah gave the following as his defense:
· He said the Lord sent him to prophesy against the city. (vs. 12)

· He told the people to amend their ways and God will relent concerning the doom He has pronounced against the city. (vs. 13)

· He told them that he was in their hands and they could do with him what they thought was good and proper. (vs. 14)

· However, he told them that if they put him to death, they would bring innocent blood on themselves and their city because the Lord had sent him to speak this message. (vs. 15)

E. The judges determined that Jeremiah did not deserve to die because he had spoken to the people in the name of God. (vs. 16)
III.   
APPLICATION – Old Testament events occurred as examples to us. (1 Cor. 10:6, 11)
A. We must listen carefully when God is speaking to us. (Mark 4:23-24)
· We will be judged on how well we listen to God’s voice. (Luke 8:18)
B. We must listen obediently when God is speaking to us. (Luke 8:21; 11:28; Jam. 1:22)
· It is through obedience to God’s word that we demonstrate our love for Christ. (John 14:23-24)

· Knowledge of God’s will is worthless without obedience. (Matt. 7:26-27)
C. We must listen to God’s messengers when they are speaking to us. (Luke 10:16; 1 John 4:6)
· God’s messengers truly speak the word of God through the teaching of the Holy Spirit.     (1 Cor. 2:12-13)

· This does not mean that we blindly follow anyone who says he speaks for God. (Jere. 23:16)
· We must ensure that what they say coincides with the word of God. (Acts 17:11)
D. Questions to ponder:
· Has God been speaking to you?

· Are you listening to Him?

· Are you responding to his voice in a positive obedient manner or are you ignoring Him?

