   THE AUTHORATATIVE COMMANDMENTS OF CHRIST
 “Hear Me, everyone, and understand.” – Mark 7:14

“He who has ears to hear, let him hear!” Luke 8:8
“Take heed how you hear.” Luke 8:18
I.     
LISTENING TO GOD IS A CONSTANT THEME IN OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE
A. “Hear the word of the Lord” appears about 30 times in the Old Testament.

B. Failure to listen to God resulted in tough consequences. (Psa. 81:11-13)
C. Those who refused to listen to God were rebellious people. (Isa. 30:9) 
D. Those who refused to listen to God’s words were evil people. (Jere. 13:10)
II.     
LISTENING TO JESUS CHRIST IS A CONSTANT THEME IN THE GOSPELS
A. At the transfiguration, God the Father commanded that the disciples hear Christ. (Mark 9:7)
B.
Jesus, Himself, was constantly telling people to listen to Him. (Mark 7:14)
· At least 8 times, Jesus said, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear!” (Matt. 11:15; 13:9, 43; Mark 4:9, 23; 7:16; Luke 8:8; 14:35)
· Jesus said that His sheep will hear His voice and follow Him. (John 10:2-4, 27)
· Jesus said that everyone who is of the truth hears His voice. (John 18:37)
· Jesus said that those who are unable to understand or listen to His word are of their father the devil. (John 8:43-44a)
III.    
LISTENING TO JESUS CHRIST IS CRITICAL TO OUR SPIRITUAL LIFE 
A. We need to understand that how we respond to what we hear reveals our spiritual condition. (John 8:47) 
· In the parable of the soils, all the people represented by the four soils hear the word; what differentiates them is how they react to the truth they hear. (Luke 8:11-15)
·    The wayside soil represents those who hear the word and immediately forget it. (Luke 8:12)

·    The rocky soil represents those who hear the word with joy, but fall away in time of temptation. (Luke 8:13)
·    The thorny soil represents those who hear the word and go out and are choked by the cares, riches and pleasures of life. (Luke 8:14)

·    The good soil represents those who hear the word with a noble and good heart, and keep it. (Luke 8:15)
· In the parable of the two men who build a house prior to a rain storm, what differentiates them is how they respond to Jesus’ words. (Matt. 7:24-27)

·    The wise man is the one who hears Jesus’ words and puts them into practice. (Matt. 7:24)

·    The foolish man is the one who hears Jesus’ words and does not put them into practice. (Matt. 7:26)  
B. We need to understand that how we respond to what we hear reveals our eternal destiny.
· Those who take heed an d hear the word of God, and then do it, are part of Christ’s family.   (Luke 8:18a, 21)

· Those who take heed and hear the word of God, and then do it, will be greatly blessed. (Luke 11:28)
C. We need to understand that how we listen is of extreme importance.
· We must hear with understanding. (Matt. 15:10; Mark 7:14)
· We must hear with attention. (Luke 8:18; Heb. 5:11)
· We must hear with faith. (John 5:24; Eph. 1:13; Heb. 4:2)
· We must hear with a pliable heart. (Heb. 3:15)

· We must hear with a willing heart. (Heb. 12:24-25)
D. We need to understand that what we hear will make a difference in our lives.

· What we hear will transform us in our mind by the Holy Spirit. (Eph. 4:21-24)
· What we hear will abide in us and we will abide in Christ. (1 John 2:24)
