KNOWING JESUS CHRIST – WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS?
“For Christ also suffered once for sins … that He might bring us to God.” (1 Pet. 3:18)
I.     
THOSE WHO KNOW CHRIST HAVE BEEN MADE ALIVE SPIRITUALLY. (Eph. 2:1-5)
A. We have eternal life. (1 John 5:11) 
· We will live forever. (John 3:16; 6:47)

· We have the love of God. (John 16:27)

· We have the joy of Christ. (John 15:11)
· We have the peace of Christ. (John 16:33; 17:13)
B. We walk in newness of life. (Rom. 6:4)

· We receive a new heart. (Ezek. 36:26)

· We receive a new spirit. (Ezek. 18:31; 36:26-27)

· We are a new creation. (2 Cor. 5:17; Gal. 6:15; Eph. 4:24)

· We sing a new song. (Psa. 40:3)

· We have a new name. (Rev. 2:17)

C. We receive four attributes that come directly from God. (1 Cor. 1:29-31)
· We receive God’s wisdom. (1 Cor. 2:12-13; 2 Cor. 4:6; Eph. 1:17-18)
· We receive God’s righteousness. (Rom. 4:5; 2 Cor. 5:21; Phil. 3:9)
· We receive God’s sanctification. (2 Cor. 3:18; Eph. 2:10)
· We receive God’s redemption. (Eph. 1:14; 1 Pet. 1:18-19)

II.
THOSE WHO KNOW CHRIST HAVE BECOME MEMBERS OF GOD’S FAMILY. (John 1:12; Gal. 3:26)
A.
Christ suffered so that He might bring us to God. (1 Pet. 3:18)

· We are adopted into God’s family. (Rom. 8:14-16)
· We are joint heirs with Christ. (Rom. 8:17)
· Christ is not ashamed to be called our brother. (Heb. 2:11)
· God is not ashamed to be called our God. (Heb. 11:16)
B. This adoption is permanent and cannot be reversed.
· Nothing can separate us from the love of God. (Rom. 8:38-39)

· No one can snatch us out of Christ’s hand. (John 10:28)

· No one can snatch us out of the Father’s hand. (John 10:29)

III.     THOSE WHO KNOW CHRIST CAN NOW COME BEFORE GOD WITH CONFIDENCE. (Eph. 3:11-12)
A. We are no longer under condemnation. (Rom. 8:1)

B. We have peace with God. (Rom. 5:1)

C. We are fully and totally forgiven. (Acts 10:43; Rom. 3:24-25; Col. 2:13)

D. We have a great High Priest. (Heb. 4:14; 10:19-22)

· He is continuously in the presence of God the Father. (Heb. 8:1-2)

· He is continuously interceding on our behalf. (Heb. 7:25)

· He fully understands our weaknesses. (Heb. 4:15)

· He is readily approachable. (Heb. 4:16a)

· He will provide us with mercy and grace in our time of need. (Heb. 4:16b)

IV.    
THOSE WHO KNOW CHRIST CAN NOW CHOOSE TO DO WHAT IS RIGHT.
A.
We have been delivered from enslavement to sin. (Rom. 6:6)
· We are not the same people we were before salvation; our old sinful self is dead, having been crucified with Christ. (Gal. 2:20; Gal. 5:24; Gal. 6:14)

· Paul does not teach that a believer is no longer capable of committing sin, but that he is no longer under the compulsion and tyranny of sin. (Rom. 6:14a)
· We are no longer slaves of sin because we can now obey God. (Rom. 6:16-18)
· We can obey because now we are slaves of God. (Rom. 6:22)
B.
We are indwelled by the Holy Spirit. (John 14:16-17; 1 Cor. 3:16; Eph. 3:16)
· Out of our hearts will flow rivers of living water. (John 7:38-39)
· God works in us so that we are both willing and able to please Him. (Rom. 8:8-9; Phil. 2:13; Col. 1:9-10)
