 SPIRITUAL TRUTHS REVEALED BY JESUS
"He who is not with Me is against Me." – Matt. 12:30
I. THE TEXT – Read Matt. 12:30
A. In this passage, Jesus states that there are only two possible relationships with Jesus Christ.
· Everyone falls into one of two categories of people: those who are with Christ and those who are against Him; there is no middle ground.
· One cannot sit on the fence with regard to Jesus; there is no such thing as being neutral.
· It is an either-or situation; one is either with Him or against Him.
B. "He who is not with Me is against Me." (vs. 30a)
· It is not necessary to oppose Christ in order to be against Him; it is only necessary not to be with Him.
· If we have not been reconciled to God, then we are still His enemies. (Rom. 5:10)
· Christ requires us to make a decisive decision to be with Him. (Josh. 24:14-15a)
C. "He who does not gather with Me scatters abroad." (vs. 30b) 
· It is not necessary to actively interfere with Christ’s work; it is only necessary not to gather with Him.
· Christ requires us to be actively engaged in gathering with Him. (Matt. 28:18-20; Acts 1:8)
II.  
THE MEANING 
A. What does it mean to be “with Christ”?  Jesus chose the twelve disciples to be with Him. – Then He appointed twelve, that they might be with Him. (Mark 3:14) 
· Christ didn’t choose the disciples so He would have company during His earthly ministry; He chose them so they would be one in spirit with Him. (John 17:21-23; 1 Cor. 6:17) 
· To be with Christ means to abide in Him. (John 15:4)
· If one does not abide in Christ, one is without Him. (John 15:5-6)
B. What does Jesus mean when He says, “He who does not gather with Me scatters…”?
· To gather and to scatter are two kinds of activity involving work and the action of scattering is the opposite of gathering; we will either draw people to Christ or drive them away. 
· Going through life doing nothing for Christ is actually driving people away from Him.

· The evidence of our faith depends on whether we are working with Christ or against Him.
· Everyone is either a shepherd who is working to gather the sheep (1 Thes. 5:14) or a wolf who scatters them (John 10:12).
· Everyone who is with Christ has been given the ministry of reconciliation. (2 Cor. 5:17-20) 
III.
THE METHOD – HOW TO WORK WITH CHRIST (1 Cor. 3:9-17)
A. We must work on the right foundation. – For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. (vs. 11)
· The only foundation of Biblical Christianity is Jesus Christ. (Acts 4:10-12)

· The only way to the Father is through Jesus Christ. (John 14:6)

B. We must work with the right focus. – But let each one take heed how he builds on it. (vs. 10)            

· We should never be careless in the way we work for our Lord. (1 Cor. 3:10b)
· We should never neglect our spiritual gifts. (1 Tim. 4:14a)
· We should never squander our time. (Eph. 2:10; 5:15-16; Col. 4:5)
C. We must work with the right materials. – Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw. (vs. 12)
· We should do our very best for Christ. (Eph. 4:1; 1 Thes. 2:12)
· The quality of our work will be tested. (1 Cor. 3:13)

· We will be rewarded based on the quality of our work. (1 Cor. 3:8; 14) 

D. We must work with the right motive. – For the temple of God is holy, which temple you are. (vs. 17)
· Our motive should be the glory of God. (1 Cor. 10:31)

· Our goal should be to please our Lord. (2 Cor. 5:9; 1 Thes. 4:1)

· We should strive to meet our goal. (Phil. 3:14)
· Our desire should be to receive God’s praise: “Well done, good and faithful servant.”     (Matt. 25:21, 23; 1 Cor. 4:5)
