 SPIRITUAL TRUTHS REVEALED BY JESUS
"Whoever does the will of My Father in heaven is My brother and sister and mother." – Matt. 12:50
I. THE CONTEXT – Read Matt. 12:46-50
A. The arrival of Jesus family gave Him the perfect opportunity to illustrate the need for a personal relationship with Him.
B. By the time of Jesus public ministry, His immediate family consisted of His mother Mary, four half-brothers and at least two half-sisters. (Matt. 13:55-56)
· Joseph had probably been dead for many years as he is last mentioned when Jesus was 12 years old. (Luke 2:41-43)
· His immediate family would be present off and on during His public ministry. (John 2:11-12)
· Mary played a part in His first miracle. (John 2:1-5)

· His brothers tried to influence the direction of His ministry. (John 7:1-4)
· Mary was present at the crucifixion. (John 19:25)
· His brothers did not believe Jesus was the Messiah. (John 7:5)
· In fact they thought that He was crazy. (Mark 3:21)
C. It wasn’t until after His resurrection that His brothers believed He was the Son of God.
· James needed a special post-resurrection appearance in order to believe. (1 Cor. 15:7)
· James and his brothers were present at the ascension of Christ and were a part of the church before Pentecost. (Acts 1:12-14)
· James became the ruling elder in the Jerusalem church. (Acts 12:17; 15:12-14, 19-20; 21:17-18; Gal. 1:19; 2:9)
· One half-brother, James wrote the Epistle of James. (Jam. 1:1)
· Another half-brother, Judas, wrote the Epistle of Jude. (Jude 1)
II.  
THE IMPERATIVE – HOW TO KNOW THE WILL OF GOD 
A. One must do the will of God in order to become a member of Christ’s family. (Mark 3:35)
· The will of God is revealed in Scripture. (Luke 8:21)
· It is our responsibility to understand what the will of God is. (Eph. 5:17)
B. The ultimate requirement to becoming a child of God is that we must receive Christ. (John 1:12)
· To receive Christ involves more than intellectual acknowledgment of His claims.
· To receive Christ means to “believe in His name”.
· To believe in His name means to accept all that Scripture reveals about Jesus Christ. 
· One cannot separate His deity from His humanity.
· One cannot separate His being Savior from His being Lord.
· One cannot separate His person from His redemptive work.
C. The will of God is specifically stated in Scripture:
· Be saved. (2 Pet. 3:9) – Step #1.  God won’t reveal anything else to you until you are saved.

· Be Spirit-filled. (Eph. 5:17-19) – Live your life under the control of the Holy Spirit.

· Be sanctified. (1 Thes. 4:3-7) – Do not act like the world.

· Abstain from sexual sin (vs. 3) – Flee fornication, adultery, homosexuality, etc.

· Control your body (vs. 4-5) – Avoid drunkenness, gluttony, sensuality, drugs, etc.

· Treat others fairly (vs. 6) – Love your neighbor as yourself.
· Be submissive. (1 Pet. 2:13-15) – Be the best citizen you can be to silence the critics.

· Be saturated with joy, prayer and thanksgiving. (1 Thes. 5:16-18)
D. The will of God is taught by Scripture:
· Obey commandments. (John 14:15; 1 John 2:3)

· Follow examples. (John 13:15; Phil. 3:17; Jam. 5:10; 1 Pet. 2:21)

E. The will of God is discovered by using 7 self-evaluation tests when Scripture is not explicit.
· The MASTER Test – Does it control me? (1 Cor. 6:12)
· The TEMPLE Test – Does it damage my body? (1 Cor. 6:19)
· The BROTHER Test – Does it hurt my brother?  (1 Cor. 8:12)
· The GOSPEL Test – Does it hinder my witness? (1 Cor. 9:22-23)
· The EDIFICATION Test – Does it build up one another? (1 Cor. 10:23-24)
· The GLORY Test – Does it glorify God? (1 Cor. 10:31)
· The OFFENSIVE Test – Does it offend others? (1 Cor. 10:32)

