 SPIRITUAL TRUTHS REVEALED BY JESUS
"Those things which proceed out of the mouth come from the heart, and they defile a man." – Matt. 15:18
I. THE CONTEXT – Read Matt. 15:10-20
II.  
THE INITIAL SPIRITUAL TRUTH (vs. 10-11)
A. “Hear and understand” was a common idiom that meant, “Listen carefully, pay close attention.” 
· It was often used to precede a message of great importance.
· This truth is not that hard to understand, but it would be hard to accept.
B. “Not what goes into the mouth defiles a man; but what comes out of the mouth, this defiles a man.”
· Spiritual defilement is a matter of the inside, not the outside. (Matt. 23:25)
III. THE RESPONSE OF THE PHARISEES (vs. 12) 
A. The Pharisees were offended because this teaching overturned their superficial, unscriptural, manmade traditions. (vs. 3, 7-9)
B. Hypocrites are always offended by the truth.

C. To the Pharisees, form was everything; they lived entirely by external mandates which are the marks of every false religion. (Gal. 1:14)
IV. THE DISMISSAL OF THE PHARISEES (vs. 13-14)
A. “Every plant which My heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted.” (vs. 13)
· Only those who the Father has chosen will come to Christ and will receive eternal life. (John 6:37-40)
· All others will be uprooted and condemned to hell. (Matt. 23:33)  
B. “Leave them alone.  They are blind leaders of the blind.” (vs. 14)
· Jesus is telling His disciples to stay away from them; let them be. (Rom. 16:17)
· Hypocrites always lead others to disaster. (vs. 14b)
· It is bad enough that they will not see the truth, but it is worse that they lead others astray to fall into a “ditch” – probably a reference to the pit of hell. (Matt. 23:13)
V. THE EXPLANATION TO THE DISCIPLES (vs. 15-20)
A. Peter asked for an explanation because he also found the truth hard to accept. (vs. 15-16)
· Even after Pentecost Peter did not fully understand. (Acts 10:13-16)
· Even years later Peter would slip back at least once. (Gal. 2:11-14)
B. “Do you not yet understand …?” (vs. 17)
· No spiritual or moral contamination can result from what we eat.

· The physical has no way of defiling the spiritual.
C. “For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, ...” (vs. 18-19)
· The heart of man is far from God. (Isa. 29:13; Matt. 15:8)

· The heart of man is wicked. (Gen. 6:5; Jere. 4:14; 17:9)

· The heart of man is defiant and rebellious. (Jere. 5:23)

· The heart of man is blind to the things of God. (Eph. 4:17-18)

· The heart of man is so evil that it does not listen to God. (Jere. 16:12)
D. “These are the things that defile a man.” (vs. 20)
· Man obeys the dictates of his evil heart. (Jere. 18:12)

· The hard defiant heart is storing up God’s wrath. (Rom. 2:5)

· The heart that departs from the Lord is cursed. (Jere. 17:5)
VI. THE REMEDY FROM SCRIPTURE

A. God will revive the hearts of those with a broken contrite spirit. (Isa. 57:15)

B. God will lift up those who draw near to God and purify their hearts. (Jam. 4:8-10)

C. God will save those who believe in Jesus Christ in their heart. (Rom. 10:8-10)
D. God will give those who believe a new heart. (Ezek. 36:25-27)
E. God will give those who believe a heart that will know Him. (Jere. 24:7)
F. God will give those who believe the Holy Spirit. (Acts 15:8)
