“He OPENED THEIR MINDS TO UNDERSTAND THE SCRIPTURES”
0.
INTRODUCTION

A. 
The act of understanding Scripture must be done in dependence on God’s supernatural help.   (1 Cor. 2:12-14)
B. 
There are two major reasons why this is so: Satan and sin. (Eph. 2:1-3)

· We once walked according to the prince of the power of the air. (Eph. 2:2)
· We once lived fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind. (Eph. 2:3)

I.  
THERE ARE TWO MAJOR OBSTACLES TO UNDERSTANDING SCRIPTURE
A. Satan is the blinding enemy from without. (2 Cor. 4:3-4)
· Satan is the deceiver of the whole world. (1 John 5:19; Rev. 12:9)
· There is no truth in him so he hates the Word of truth. (John 8:44; 17:17)
· He will snatch the Word away if He can. (Matt. 13:19)

· He will twist the Word if He can’t snatch it away. (Gen. 3:1; Matt. 4:6)
B. The mind of flesh is the obstacle from within. (Rom. 8:5-8)
· The mind of flesh is hostile to God so it does not submit to God’s Word. (Rom. 8:7)

· The mind of flesh is darkened in understanding because it is alienated from the life of God, because it is ignorant, and because its heart is blind. (Eph. 4:17-18)
· The mind of flesh suppresses the truth in unrighteousness. (Rom. 1:18)
· The mind of flesh loves the darkness rather than the light. (John 3:19-20)
II.
THE UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE IS ONLY POSSIBLE WITH GOD’S HELP (1 Cor. 2:12-13)
A. God opens our minds to understand the Scriptures. (Luke 24:44-45)
B. God shines in our hearts to give us the light of knowledge. (2 Cor. 4:6)
C. God enlightens our eyes of understanding so that we may know. (Eph. 1:17-18)

D. God blesses us with revelation so that we can see. (Matt. 13:16; Luke 10:23-24)
E. God gives us understanding. (2 Tim. 2:7; 1 John 5:20) 
F. God reveals what flesh and blood cannot perceive. (Matt. 16:17) 
III.
THE UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE REQUIRES US TO DO OUR PART (Prov. 2:1-6)
A. We must receive God’s Word. (vs. 1a; Jam. 1:21)
B. We must treasure God’s Word. (vs. 1b)
C. We must incline our ear to listen to God’s Word. (vs. 2a)

D. We must apply our hearts to understanding God’s Word. (vs. 2b)

E. We must pray for discernment and understanding of God’s Word. (vs. 3)

F. We must search for the treasures in God’s Word. (vs. 4)

G. If we do the above, then we will understand God’s Word and find knowledge. (vs. 5)

H. Why? Because the Lord gives wisdom, knowledge and understanding. (vs. 6)

IV.
MENTAL DISCIPLINES THAT WILL LEAD TO UNDERSTANDING SCRIPTURE
A. Pray that understanding of the Word will come. (Psa. 119:18)
B. Read the Word; we will never understand Scripture if we don’t read it. (1 Tim. 4:13)
C. Study the Word; good observations build a solid foundation for understanding the Bible. (2 Tim. 2:15)
· Observe the content, take the words in their normal, natural, literal sense.
· Observe the culture; imagine what it meant to the people to whom it was written.
· Observe the context; consider a verse in light of the surrounding passage.
· Observe the comparisons with other Scripture; Scripture is the best interpreter of Scripture.
D. Hear the Word as it is taught by others. (Matt. 13:23)
· If we listen to those who already know Scripture, we will also begin to understand Scripture. (Neh. 8:8)
E. Meditate on the Word. (2 Tim. 2:7; Eph. 3:4)

· If we meditate in the Word and obey what we learn, we will have good success. (Josh. 1:8)

· If we meditate in the Word, we will be blessed and bring forth fruit in its season. (Psa. 1:1-3)

· Develop a mind that can discern between good and evil because the pathway to understanding Scripture is primarily obedience, not intellectual education. (Heb. 5:14)
F.
Share the Word with others. (1 Pet. 3:15)
