“HAVE YOU NEVER READ THE SCRIPTURES?”
0.
INTRODUCTION

A. 
Probably nobody in Jesus’ day read the Scriptures more than the Jewish religious leaders, but Jesus often spoke to them as if they had never read them.
B. 
At least five times Jesus told them that they did not understand the Scripture that they read.
I.  
THE OCCASIONS WHEN JESUS QUESTIONED WHETHER THEY HAD READ THE SCRIPTURES
A. The Pharisees condemned Jesus’ disciples for eating grain as they passed through a field on the Sabbath. (Matt. 12:1-8)
· Rabbinic tradition interpreted rubbing of grain together in the hands as threshing and the blowing away of chaff with one’s breath as winnowing. (The Talmud)

· The disciples were simply satisfying their hunger according to the O.T. law. (Deut. 23:24-25)

· Jesus pointed out three things that the Sabbath law was not to restrict: 
1. The law does not restrict deeds of necessity – it could be broken to meet needs. (vs. 3-4)

2. The law does not restrict service to God – the priests worked twice as hard on the Sabbath as they did on any other day. (vs. 5-6; Num. 28:4-5, 9-10)

3. The law does not restrict acts of mercy. (vs. 7-8; Hos. 6:6a; Luke 13:14-16)  
· Jesus rebuked the Pharisees for using their traditions to contradict and nullify the word of God. (Matt. 15:3, 6b)
B. The Pharisees were blind to God’s original plan for marriage. (Matt. 19:3-6)
· The Pharisees asked Jesus if there were any legal grounds for divorce. (vs. 3)
· Jesus presented four reasons why divorce was never in God’s plan from Gen. 1:27 & 2:24:

1. In the beginning God created “male and female”, that is, He created only one man and one woman, leaving no option for divorce and remarriage. (vs. 4)

2. The word “join” or “cleave” refers to a strong bond involving total commitment. (vs. 5a)
3. The “two become one flesh” means they should be indivisible and inseparable. (vs. 5b)

4. Every marriage is the work of God and divorce is always the work of man. (vs. 6) 

C. The chief priests and scribes were indignant that children were calling Jesus the Messiah. (Matt. 21:14-16)

· They thought that Jesus was an agent of Satan working against God. (Matt. 12:24)

· They thought He was healing those who deserved their fate because they were being divinely punished for their sins or for the sins of their parents. (Num. 14:18)
· They asked Jesus how He could tolerate the blasphemy coming from the children. (vs. 16a)
· Jesus told them He was aware of the praise and quoted Psa. 8:2 to them. (vs. 16b)
· Elsewhere He had told them if He was not praised, the stones would cry out. (Luke 19:39-40)

D. The chief priests and Pharisees did not recognize Jesus as the Messiah. (Matt. 21:42-45)

· Jesus quoted from Psa. 118:22-23 and then told them God has chosen another people to be His witness.
· The builders are the Jewish leaders representing all Israel. (vs. 42a, 43a)

· The rejected stone is the crucified Christ while the restored chief cornerstone is the resurrected Christ. (vs. 42b; Acts 4:10-12; 1 Pet. 2:6-8; Eph. 2:20)

· The nation bearing fruit refers to the church. (vs. 43b; Rom. 9:25-26; 1 Pet. 2;9)
E. The Sadducees denied the resurrection of the dead. (Matt. 22:23-32)

· Jesus told them two reasons why they were mistaken: (vs. 29)
1. They did not know the power of God – that in Heaven, mankind will be like angels, equally spiritual in nature, equally deathless, equally glorified, and equally eternal. (vs. 30)
2. They did not know Scripture – Moses repeatedly wrote that God was still the God of Abraham and Isaac long after they died. (vs. 31-32; Luke 20:37; Gen 28:13; Ex. 3:6,15)
II.
THE ISSUES THAT KEPT THE JEWISH LEADERS FROM UNDERSTANDING SCRIPTURE 
A. They loved the world rather than God. (Matt. 16:4)
B. They loved themselves and desired self-exaltation. (John 5:42-44)
C. They loved to follow Satan. (John 8:42-44)
D. They loved money. (Luke 16:13-14)

E. Conclusion: Nothing creates as great a barrier to understanding Scripture as a heart that loves other things more than God. (See 2 Tim. 3:2-4 for a list of those who cannot understand). 
